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Several Indiana papers praised both the Butler men's basketball team and the City of
Indianapolis on their performance as participant and host of the NCAA Men's Basketball Final
Four:

  

Indianapolis Star : Cheers for first-class Final Four

  

The final shots didn't fall for Butler's Bulldogs in the NCAA championship game, but the
university, its basketball team and its home city were all victors nonetheless.

  

Dreams of what might have been -- perhaps the greatest basketball story ever told -- were hard
to set aside for Butler fans after Duke University captured its fourth national title Monday night in
Lucas Oil Stadium. After all, the Bulldogs came within one Gordon Hayward jump shot of an
ending so improbable that even Hollywood would have doubted the script.

  

But the reality of what was and is should not be forgotten. Coach Brad Stevens, his players and
Butler administrators never lost focus on what matters most. The Monday after the team
qualified for its first Final Four appearance, the players were in class. The day before the
national semifinal game, they were in class again. Even the day of the championship game, the
most high-profile event in the university's history, some of the players attended early-morning
classes. Such discipline and determination explain why two of the nation's 15 Academic
All-Americans wore Butler jerseys this season.

  

Just as Butler's run through the tournament captured the imagination of sports fans,
Indianapolis' expert staging of the Final Four impressed visitors as well. "Frankly, Indianapolis
should get a Final Four at least every third year," Los Angeles Times columnist Chris Dufresne
wrote Sunday. "Hosting a basketball tournament here is like the Germans hosting Oktoberfest.
Indianapolis gets it. In no other city is there a better basketball-to-the-people connection.''

  

Such connections don't just happen. They're forged by the smart work of the Indiana Sports
Corp. and the Indianapolis Convention & Visitors Association and the dedication of thousands of
volunteers. Their expertise will be on display once again during the women's Final Four next
year, the Super Bowl in 2012 and the men's Final Four in 2015.
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Sometimes the last shot goes in and sometimes it falls short. But that's not what determines a
true winner. Winners set the right priorities, chase hard after excellence and work tirelessly to
achieve their goals. By those standards, there were no losers Monday night.

  

Richmond Palladium-Item : March Madness brings lots of thrills

  

Enough with the parallels to the movie "Hoosiers."

  

Art imitates life, not vice versa.

  

And what better example of life's shear struggle and near triumph of the little guy, the underdog,
than Monday's NCAA men's basketball championship?

  

Of course, if it was art, it could be scripted differently. The only thing we could imagine changing
is, well, the ending.

  

But as more than 70,000-plus partisan fans who packed Lucas Oil Stadium, just 6 miles from
the Butler campus, or the more than 48 million watching Monday's David-v.-Goliath broadcast,
triumph got shaped in the excitement of the match and love of a great game..

  

"It will become an historic game, a benchmark game," said Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski just
moments after Butler forward Gordon Hayward's halfcourt shot hit backboard, then rim, then
barely careened out as the buzzer blared out cruelly.

  

The 61-59 final was the closest margin of victory in an NCAA men's national championship
game in more than 20 years, when Michigan defeated Seton Hall in 1989.
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And in a game that witnessed a total of 145 possession, Butler's amazing young coach Brad
Stevens summarized it best, "We came up one possession short."

  

It was also a fitting end to one of the most memorable March Madnesses in history, fittingly
played on a Hoosier hardcourt and involving an Indiana team.

  

Of special treat for area viewers was to watch Connersville's Matt Howard along each step on
this long road to the title game.

  

Thanks for the memories and congratulations Duke Blue Devils and Butler Bulldogs.

  

Anderson Herald Bulletin : Final Four shows off Indy as prime sporting location

  

Have you voted yet to bring a World Cup Soccer match to Indianapolis? Seem far-fetched? Not
quite. Indianapolis is one of 18 cities selected by organizers who are trying to bring the 2018 or
2022 FIFA World Cup to America.

  

GoUSABid.com organizers narrowed their initial selection of 37 potential soccer match hosting
cities down to 18; locales known for supporting sports such as San Diego, Miami and Nashville.

  

Even for World Cup soccer, Indianapolis has an internationally recognized reputation as a
convenient, welcoming and natural host.

  

We Hoosiers have known this for some time, after years of the Indianapolis 500, the Brickyard
400 and serving host to the Western hemisphere for the 1987 Pan Am Games. And, of course,
it helps that the Butler University basketball team became the first team to make the Final Four
in its home city since 1972.
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Visitors to these events spend $215 a day on lodging, food, drinks, tickets, transportation and
entertainment, according to a report by Ball State University economist Michael Hicks. A 2006
NCAA study found that the Final Four created a $40 million impact on Indianapolis. Madison
County may see some residual benefits through food, lodging and gas. But for the most part,
Madison County residents sense the same pride in a local team reaching the NCAA
championship game as do Butler students and alumni.

  

Sporting events appeal naturally for Hoosiers, unless we have to hear about financial realities of
hosting big events.

  

Last year, central Indiana residents will recall the Indiana General Assembly debate over ways
to help Indianapolis' Capital Improvement Board - the group running Lucas Oil Stadium - out of
a $40 million-plus deficit it expected to face this year.

  

Hoosiers also don't want bailout for struggling sports-related venues. Before filing to reorganize
its structure under bankruptcy proceedings, Hoosier Park officials sought tax breaks from an
unbending Gov. Mitch Daniels and the state legislature.

  

Hoosiers prefer that their sports be self-supporting and trouble-free. That's one reason why this
week's Final Four was so enjoyable: there's no unbearable burdens on the Indiana taxpayer to
host the event.

  

But that sensibility perhaps shows that Hoosiers are not only fanatic about sport competitions
but practical about sports spending.

  

Still considered the amateur sports capital of the nation, Indianapolis has been blessed to have
the NCAA locate in the downtown area. Indy will host the Men's Final Four in 2015 and the
Women's Final Four in 2016.

  

And now Indy is making substantial efforts to attract events in the professional world of athletes.
The city will host the Super Bowl in 2012.
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Who knows? Maybe that World Cup could come our way.

  

Columbus Republic : ‘Butler Way' true path to success 

  

HUMILITY, passion, unity, servanthood and thankfulness are principles everyone would be wise
to live by in everyday life. 

  

While these principles are mentioned in one form or another in the Bible, the Butler men's
basketball team is another source of this wisdom. 

  

These five principles are the core of Butler basketball and incorporated into the "Butler Way." 

  

Whose way? 

  

What way? 

  

Just read the university's athletic Web site: 

  

"The Butler Way demands commitment, denies selfishness, accepts reality, yet seeks
improvement every day while putting the team above self." 

  

Barry Collier made this the rock upon which Butler's basketball program was rebuilt, when in the
1990s he took over as head coach of the small, private school's mediocre program. 
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He started - and other head coaches have continued - the long run of success the Bulldogs
have had: 

  

 - At least 20 wins in 12 of the last 14 seasons, including this one. 

  

 - Nine appearances in the NCAA Tournament in that 14-season span. 

  

 - Three Sweet 16s in the last eight seasons - the latest serving as a springboard to Butler's first
appearance in the Final Four and national title game. 

  

Basketball coaches from elementary to high school surely will use Butler as an example of how
selfless, passionate team effort can lead to victory. 

  

However, I think the "Butler Way" has applications beyond sports. 

  

Parents could find practical applications of its values. So could schools, businesses and local
governments. 

  

As a father of two young children, I want them to be kind and help others, to be thankful for what
they have and be willing to share, and to be confident but humble. 

  

They'll face certain realities in life. Maybe school will be challenging. Maybe sports will be
difficult. Maybe they'll be shy around people. 

  

But what I want them to learn is that where a person starts is not where he or she finishes. 
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Struggling in school now? OK. We'll just have to identify what you do well and what is
troublesome, and then work harder to improve the problematic areas. If they're committed to
becoming better students, the odds are they will. 

  

If my son were to need help with his math homework, and my daughter could help, I would want
her to help him - just as I or someone else helped her with something. 

  

Watching Butler, I saw players who could do certain things well but also had deficiencies. But
collectively, they worked together to overcome the flaws, were committed to playing better and
supported each other. 

  

The result was more success than most people thought possible - except for the coaches and
players. 

  

Everyone should have that kind of belief in themselves and their abilities. 

  

Butler's success serves as a shining example.
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